The importance of the cellular substance in the animal eco- 
scure, and in some it may probably be ascribed to simulation ; but I have seen cases in which the complaint was evidently connected with a change of structure in the subcutaneous cellular membrane of the legs, generally presenting itself in one of two forms.
In the first and most numerous class of cases, after the patient has been long subjected to the inconvenience of swelling around the ankles and back of the feet, the disease assumes a more inveterate character,?that of thickening and induration of the subcutaneous cellular texture, so as to leave no further doubt of the incapacity of the man for aetive service. In one instance, in which the disease attacked the right leg, the part was constantly bedewed with perspiration, emitting a peculiarly offensive odour. The affection sometimes occurs in both extremities, and frequently in one only.
In the second description of cases, although the soldier assigns the same cause of disability as in the preceding, the anatomical character of the disease offers a marked difference.
There appears simply to be induration and rigidity, without thickening of the subcutaneous cellular substance. I know of no specific term by which it could be appropriately designated. The lower part of the leg, and frequently the back of the foot, appears hide-bound, the limb feeling hard and smooth, from loss of extensibility in the filamentous web, which no longer possesses that yielding looseness necessary to the due performance of its functions, so that the smallest fold of the skin cannot be grasped between the thumb and finger. The Chatham Barracks, 1836. 
